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Albany Friends Meeting (Quakers) Newsletter 
Friends believe that each of us has that of God within. During meeting for worship we 
center down in the gathering silence to be open to the living word of God.   

 
Albany Friends Meeting Calendar (Community Events are at the end of this newsletter.) 
Childcare for Meeting events: available with at least one week’s notice. Contact Dot Richards (380-5125) 
Childcare during Meeting for Worship: always available for the very young--no advance notice needed 
Every Sunday (First Day) 10 a.m., Meeting for Worship. First Day School for school age children; info: 
Betsy Voss (273-1840), Dot Richards (380-5125) 
Every First Day 11 a.m., Announcements and Social Hour; Mar. refreshments: Trustees  
1st Wed., Mar. 4, 12:15 - 1 p.m., Monthly Peace Vigil in front of Capitol at State St. and Eagle St. 
Fri., Mar. 6, Sharing Our Stories About Racism: 6 p.m. refreshments, 6:30 p.m. stories. (see news item) 
2nd Sun., Mar. 8, visit from First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany youth group; after social hour, 
Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business 
2nd Mon., Mar. 9, 6:30 p.m., Quaker Book Study, brown bag 6 p.m. (see news item) 
3rd Sun., Mar. 15, 11:30 a.m., Pot Luck; Christopher Sammond, New York Yearly Meeting General 
Secretary will join us for worship, potluck, and, hopefully, a group discussion. 
Mar. 20-22 Aging Resources Consultation and Help (ARCH) visitor training (see news item) 
4th Sun., Mar. 22, Hymn Sing: 9 a.m.; Conversations on Aging: 12 p.m.; Open Circle Folk Jam: 6 p.m. 
4th Mon., Mar. 23, 6:30 p.m., Quaker Book Study, brown bag 6 p.m. (see news item) 
Every Wed. in Mar., 4-6 p.m., Potluck and Play at the Meetinghouse- all ages. Info: Crystal (369-9675) 
Every Wed., 7 p.m., Meeting for Worship with Margaret Smith at Eddy Heritage House Nursing Home. 
Info: Steven (542-6000) 
 

Visit from Christopher Sammond, New York Yearly Meeting General Secretary: Christopher will join us 
Sun., Mar. 15, for worship, potluck, and, hopefully, a group discussion on how things are going for our 
meeting.  Please join us! 
 
Aging Resources Consultation and Help (ARCH) 
Conversations on Aging: The ARCH team and Ministry and Nurture continue informal discussions on 
March 22, 12 to 1 p.m. in the library. Conversations begin with ARCH pamphlets and are open to 
participants’ concerns. Young people are free to join in.  
ARCH Visitor Training Mar. 20-22: This is a free, very enjoyable introduction to cultivating a community 
of well supported, aging Friends. To apply: Barbara Spring 441-6405 BKSpring70@gmail.com  
 
Friends for Racial Justice 

Sharing Our Stories About Racism Fri., Mar. 6, at the Meetinghouse  
6 p.m. light refreshments; stories at 6:30 p.m. Sharing stories is the best way to teach, persuade, and 
even understand ourselves. We all hold some notions and have a story about race. What touched your 
heart? Made you angry? Made you think? A-ha moments? Come share your short story. Help transform 
the national conversation from merely valuing and respecting diversity to racial understanding, 
appreciation, healing, and growth. RSVP is helpful, but not necessary unless telling a story or (by Mar. 1) 
for child care: stories4racialhealing@gmail.com or 477-5443. Free, but donations for food are welcome. 
Sponsored by Friends for Racial Justice and the Story Circle of the Capital Region. 

 

mailto:BKSpring70@gmail.com
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Quaker Book Study of The People Called Quakers continues on the second and fourth Mondays. Reading 
the book is not needed; we use it as a jumping off point to learn and understand Quakerism. Brown bag 
starts at 6 p.m. The book study starts at 6:30 p.m. Info: Steven at artclasmodl@hotmail.com (542-6000) 
 

Questions? Who to call: 

Clerk:  Chris Koster 862-1895 
Assistant Clerk:  Maud Easter 475-9532  
Meeting Treasurer:  Julia Richards 439-7068    
Trustees: David Easter 475-9532 
Advancement and Outreach Committee: Judith Fetterley JFetterley@albany.edu 
Ministry & Nurture Committee:  Barbara Spring 441-6405, Anita Stanley 441-7722 
Child care for Meeting events:  Dot Richards 380-5125 
First Day School Committee:   Dot Richards 380-5125,   Betsy Voss 273-1840 
Peace & Earthcare Committee (open to any in AFM): Pat Beetle 477-4004, Sheree Cammer 286-0359 
Friends for Racial Justice Committee (open to all): Barbara Spring 441-6405 
Alternatives to Violence Project: Pat Beetle 477-4004         
Compost:  Janet Poole 477-5443 or Tom Costello 438-3326  
Newsletter Editor:  Sheree Cammer  sheree@nycap.rr.com  286-0359  
Building Use by Outside Groups or by the Meeting: Q Diamond caretaker@albanyquakers.org  
Email Q 2-4 weeks in advance so she can verify there is no conflict for the space. New events for outside 
groups should be approved by Trustees prior to seeking building calendar clearance from Q. 

Be in touch between newsletters! Join the Albany Friends Meeting Announcement List-serv at 
albanyquakers.wordpress.com/sign-up/ 
 

Ministry and Nurture Committee: Please call or visit Meeting loved ones who can’t attend regularly:  
Mary Lou Baum — Clifton Park. Daughter Marilyn Sango-Jordan's cell: (703-655-5230) voice or text 
Margaret Smith — Eddy Heritage House Nursing Home, 2920 Tibbits Ave., Troy 
Al Brophy and Virginia Osborne — 232 Morris Road, East Greenbush. To join them at their weekly peace 
vigil, to garden together, or for music making at their home or the Open Folk Circle, call Al (477-8421) 
Chase Crosley, who lives in Slingerlands, would appreciate a ride so she can attend Meeting.  
Barbara Carey, who lives in Delmar, would also appreciate rides to Meeting. 
 

First Day School Committee  
First Day School lessons will focus on the Peace Testimony in March.  
Playing in the Light: Godly Play/Faith and Play Workshop at Powell House Mar. 27-29  Good news: At 
last word, there were six people (and one baby!) registered, so there are four places left. If you’ve been 
thinking of going, or if your schedule has opened up, do register! The fee is $220, half that for 
commuters. Full or partial scholarships are available from Albany Friends Meeting. The fee is $240/$120 
after Mar. 14. Melinda Bradley, Clerk of the Faith and Play Working Group and an accredited Godly Play 
trainer, works with Friends schools and Meetings around the country. Having people from our Meeting 
trained to teach Faith and Play would enable us to give our children a strong foundation in Quaker faith 
and practice. Important: Being a Faith and Play trainer doesn't mean you are expected to teach every 
Sunday! We hope those who attend will share their experience with others in our Meeting who want to 
be involved in FDS. To register, contact info@powellhouse.org www.powellhouse.org or 794-8811.  
The youth group from FUUSA, First Unitarian Universalist Society of Albany, will be hosted by FDS Sun., 
Mar. 8. UU children and adults will join us in worship for a half hour and then go upstairs for discussion. 
We are pleased the children enjoyed last year's visit, and wish to learn more "about the Quakers." 
For more information, contact the FDS Committee co-clerks: Betsy (273-1840) or Dot (380-5125). 

mailto:JFetterley@albany.edu
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STATE OF ALBANY FRIENDS MEETING for 2014 
   In the spirit of the NYYM 2014 Priorities, Albany Friends Meeting strives to be a  
              ‘strong, vital monthly meeting, deeply grounded in the practice of our faith.’  
   A community book study of The People Called Quakers (Trueblood, 1966) has provided us with the joy 
and fascination of exploring our heritage. The annual Meeting retreat in September focused on sharing 
our spiritual journeys. Some members continue to be challenged by the 10 a.m. Meeting time, but there 
is strong support for the following fellowship hour.  A hymn sing begins our worship one First Day a 
month. There is an additional worship opportunity on Wednesday evenings, with a long-term member 
who is in a nursing home. Members also worship on Thursday evening with Tryon Friends, a worship 
group under AFM care.  
   We provide Clearness Committees for one another as we allow our Inner Light to guide our journey 
through life. An ARCH team of five and our Ministry and Nurture Committee work to see that our older 
adults are well-supported and honored. Persons over 60 were invited to bring their adult children to a 
Saturday lunch and discuss The Other Talk (Prosch, 2013), in an effort to build integrity and preparation 
for the last third of life.  
  Three memorial services were held. Hessye Castlin, who died 25 years ago, was finally honored with a 
headstone. Another service was for Ruth Steward, who attended Albany Friends Meeting for 10 years, 
but had not shared the brilliance of her life story. We are in awe of her endeavors, and wish we could 
ask her questions about her accomplishments. Anne Saxton died just before Christmas soon after having 
participated in Meeting for Worship with Quakers gathered around her bed.     
   Gathering, sharing, and recording life stories remains an important part of our Meeting’s goal to learn 
from our elders and honor their lives. 
                                                               ‘that nurtures our children. . .’ 
   The First Day School Committee has hired a skilled teacher/child care worker and provides teaching 
material for her. A successful parent luncheon sought the expectations of parents and their 
involvement. The annual Christmas Eve celebration is a joyful and well-attended gathering that includes 
a live nativity with music, Bible readings, stories and a potluck dinner. Two casual children’s events to 
facilitate fun at the Meeting House are the June picnic and Potluck and Play – an every Wednesday 
evening event initiated by one of our youth, intended to be welcoming to all, including those who pick 
up their CSA on the back porch. The Committee hosted an informational meeting with Unitarian youth 
and their adult leaders. The Unitarian youth asked to visit us as part of round of visits to other faith 
communities. Major elements of Quaker faith were explained, then the Unitarian youth followed suit.   
The committee worked with Powell House and Godly Play/Faith & Play trainer Melinda Bradley to 
schedule a training workshop at Powell House March 27-29, 2015. 

‘gathered together in one body,’ 
   We affirmed our connection with and support of NYYM with the requested budget increase. Members 
join in a variety of NYYM and NERM witness opportunities. 

‘. . .our witness’ 
Albany Friends Meeting is a very ‘activist’ meeting, perhaps because it is the NYS capital or perhaps it is 
simply how we are called. Many of the actions here are in concert with other faith communities or 
community organizations, such as Grannies for Peace, Monthly Peace Vigil with Peace Action in front of 
the NYS Capital, Women Against War, Interfaith Alliance, Capital Area Council of Churches, Kateri Peace 
Conference, North Star Interfaith Peace Walk, AVP-Alternatives to Violence Program, Amnesty 
International letter writing, Solarize the Capital Region, and Grand Street Community Arts. Members 
support AFSC, FCNL, nuclear protests at the Nevada Test site, Christian Peace Teams, and Witness 
Against Torture, nationally and world-wide. 
   Attention to racism issues continues as the Meeting hosted Part 2 of What White People Can Do About 
Racism workshop. New Jim Crow work is focused within the group ‘Capital Area Against Mass 
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Incarceration’. A community speak-out modeled after Truth, Justice and Reconciliation provided a vivid 
picture of the impact of mass incarceration on our city. People felt heard, but much work remains. 
   The Peace and Earthcare Committee mobilized around the People’s Climate March and Dr. Sandra 
Steingraber’s strong Quaker witness. We rejoiced when New York banned fracking.  A beloved member, 
Becky Raymond, spent the year in Malawi volunteering service fighting the HIV epidemic. The Two Row 
Wampum Renewal Campaigners are planning to show Guswenta: Renewing the Two Row Wampum, on 
January 25, 2015. We celebrate this meaningful work. 
   We envision a Yearly Meeting . . .  deeply grounded in the practice of our faith, made up of strong, vital 
monthly meetings, gathered together into one body, that nurtures our children, youth, and young 
adults, supports and amplifies our witness, and is accountable and transparent. 
 
Albany NY Monthly Meeting, Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business Sun., Feb. 8, 2015 
Dorothy Richards, acting clerk, Maggy Wiard, acting assistant clerk, Pat Beetle, Carol Barclay, Barbara 
Spring, Sue Clark, Julia Richards, Betsy Voss, Pierre Douyon, Crystal Heshmat  
The Meeting opened with a period of silent worship. 
1. The Treasurer reported $708.87 in unrestricted funds. The Meeting approved.  
2. The Treasurer presented the first reading of the 2015 Budget. 
3. The Meeting decided that Trustees should revisit the subject of an energy audit of the meetinghouse 
and report to Meeting. 
4. The Meeting discussed the record-keeping efforts of David Barnet (who is putting newsletters 
beginning in 1956 on disk) and the possibility of sending records, both digital and on paper, to 
Swarthmore College. We will explore this further. 
5. Ministry and Nurture committee presented the second reading of the State of the Meeting report.  
The Meeting approved. 
6. Because Powell House is not available in the fall of 2015, the Meeting discussed the pros and cons of 
holding a retreat at the meetinghouse vs. at Powell House. The Clerk and the retreat planning 
committee will be asked to explore the possibilities. 
The Meeting closed with a period of silent worship. 
 
Meeting for Discernment Sat., Mar. 7  Hosted by Old Chatham Friends Meeting and Powell House 

 

Meetings for Discernment are a time when the Yearly Meeting 
gathers for extended worship without the weight of an agenda 
for business, but with prepared queries discerned to help elicit 
what is rising and tender in our monthly meetings and worship 
groups. Because Meetings for Discernment offer an occasion 
for the Yearly Meeting community to hear what is rising up 
among us, monthly meetings and worship groups were asked 
to appoint at least one person to participate and speak to the 
queries as moved in the moment by God, by the Inward Light 
of Christ, by Spirit. By meeting this way, we may hear that 
which might not be heard in the midst of committees and 
attending to business. This Meeting for Discernment will focus 
on these queries, in light of the life of their monthly meeting 
or worship group: What is happening in your monthly meeting 
that the rest of us need to hear? What is happening in your 
monthly meeting that the rest of us might hold? 

Graphic: “Presence in the Midst,” Doyle Penrose 
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Let’s Be On Time for Meeting, Dear Friends. 
   From the beginnings of our Society, we have considered it important to assemble frequently for the 
purpose of corporate worship held in expectant waiting for guidance. In worship we enter with 
reverence into communion with Spirit and respond to its promptings. Meeting for Worship is 
fundamental for us. It is our sacred time and our sacred space.    
   Recently, concerns have been raised about our diligence in coming to Meeting for Worship in a timely 
fashion. This concern has come to the attention of Ministry and Nurture, and Advancement and 
Outreach. It is difficult for us to settle into worship when we are not all gathered by the time set for us 
to begin. As we do Outreach we are also mindful of what we have to offer visitors and seekers when 
they come to us. Our time together to worship is so precious, and its quality makes a difference to those 
to whom we reach out.  
   With this concern in mind, Ministry and Nurture and Advancement and Outreach wish to propose an 
experiment. We would like to designate April as Let’s be on time for Meeting month. During the month 
of April, when, hopefully, the weather will be a little more helpful to our timeliness, we propose that we 
all make a special effort to gather in our Meeting room by 10 a.m. This may require a bit more advance 
planning on our part, but we believe the effect on our quality of worship will prove worth it.  
   We realize, of course, that there are circumstances which, on occasion, make it difficult, if not 
impossible, for us to be on time to Meeting. We do not seek to discourage those who cannot help but be 
late from coming to Meeting. Rather, we seek more mindfulness and change where change is possible.  
   We welcome your thoughts on this proposal, as we would like to move forward with a sense of the 
Meeting on this matter. Please share your thoughts with clerk of Advancement and Outreach, Judith 
Fetterley JFetterley@albany.edu , or co-clerks of Ministry and Nurture, Barbara Spring (441-6405) or 
Anita Stanley (441-7722). We look forward to hearing from you 
 

From a Letter from Becky Raymond  
 My time in Malawi as a Peace Corps Response volunteer has come to an end. The slow pulling away, 
untangling process has been bittersweet. Soon, I will travel to Lesotho and work with my friend on a 
program which provides grants for education and sustainable farming practices (www.qmconnect.org).  
   Thank you for all the emails, holiday and birthday cards, letters, and well-wishes. I return to the U.S. on 
Mon., Mar. 2. I am reminded of this quote from T.S. Eliot. “We shall not cease from exploration; and the 
end of all our exploring, will be to arrive where we started... and know the place for the first time.”  
 

March 4-6: Shut Down Creech: A Convergence for Peace in the Nevada Desert  
I offer an invitation to this remarkable demonstration of love. It won't be Woodstock. But we will show 
the world, "We are stardust, we are golden." We won't be a half million strong but we will be on fire 
with love, joy, and compassion. We will reach out to our Air Force brothers and sisters, because we all 
have to get back to the garden. Info: shutdowncreech.blogspot.com. On one side will be Camp Justice 
and on the other, the forsaken. We can, however, pull them over with love. Paz, John Amidon 
 

The Nevada Desert Experience Sacred Peace Walk March 28-April 3. Financial support is available. Info: 
John Amidon jajaja1234@aol.com or nevadadesertexperience.org/programs/2015/peacewalk2015.htm 
 
Food Security group forming in Troy. Interested? Contact Sheree@nycap.rr.com 286-0359 
 
The fossil fuel divestment movement is now in more than 60 countries. http://gofossilfree.org/ 
Also note the Boycott, Divest, Sanction campaign at http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/toolkit 
 
Port Ambrose Liquified Natural Gas project comment deadline: 3/16. Info on that and other NYS  fossil 
fuel infrastructure proposals at www.saneenergyproject.org/  

mailto:JFetterley@albany.edu
mailto:jajaja1234@aol.com
http://nevadadesertexperience.org/programs/2015/peacewalk2015.htm
mailto:Sheree@nycap.rr.com
http://gofossilfree.org/
http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/toolkit
http://www.saneenergyproject.org/
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I am reading The More Beautiful World Our Hearts Know is Possible 
(Sacred Activism) by Charles Eisenstein, which illuminates a very hopeful 
human perspective, what the author calls 'interbeing.’ Instead of 
enhancing our individual survival, the awareness of and identification with 
others extends to the awareness that others are in a new and real sense a 
part of each of us. This new way of thinking applies to all of our actions 
with others and, indeed, all life, including a new economics based on gifts 
rather than protecting our own.                               By David Barnard  

 

Documented: A film by an illegal immigrant undocumented American Tues., Mar. 3 (see Events) 
Documented follows undocumented journalist Jose Vargas, and his reconnecting with his mother, after 
20 years. A broken immigration system leads to broken families and broken lives.   By Joanna Dreby 
 

The Pledge to Protect Seneca Lake is your front-door key to the We Are Seneca Lake cottage. Signing 
turns the lock!  Info: www.wearesenecalake.com Sandra Steingraber was part of the Solutions 
Grassroots Tour Feb. 28. The Tour is in Albany Sat., Mar. 7. See events. 
 

Three Events Celebrate Intersections of Quaker Earthcare - Eco-Justice and the Transition Movement  
Mid-Atlantic Transition Neighborhoods Workshop Intensive Sun., Mar. 1, 9 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Friends 
Center, Philadelphia, PA . Free. Info: (646) 241-8386 
Transition in the Mid-Atlantic Megacity Corridor Mon., Mar. 2, 7:30 p.m., Pendle Hill Retreat Center, 
Wallingford, PA.  How is the Transition movement developing from New York down to Richmond? 
Pamela Boyce Simms, Lead Trainer Transition US, Convener will facilitate. Free. Info: 610-566-4507, x 12 
Earthcare, Eco-Justice, Inner Transition Retreat. Fri.–Sun., May 1-3: Powell House, Old Chatham. What 
are "God and the Earth" calling Quakers to do? We’ll explore the intersection of eco-justice, social 
justice, and inner transition needed to constructively engage with climate change and resource 
depletion. Tuition: $108. Scholarships, work study available. Register: www.powellhouse.org 794-8811.  
 

Community Events 
Sun., Mar. 1, 4 p.m. Seeds and Saplings for 2015, How to collaborate to increase the yield for our circle and beyond? Transition 
Troy gathering open to all, Cornerstone Community Church, 570 3rd Ave, Troy.  Info: info@transitiontroyny.org 274-6406 xtroy.org 
 

Mon., Mar. 2, 7 p.m., Ivory Tower, film on tuition rates and student loan debt. Old Chatham Quaker Meetinghouse 539 County 
Route 13, Old Chatham. Snow date Mar. 9, 7 p.m. Discussion and refreshments. Free.  Info: 766-2992 www.oldchathamquakers.org 
 

Monday March 2nd, 5pm – Moral Mondays: Fully Funded Public Schools, at the Million Dollar Staircase, NYS Capitol Building, 
Albany. Info: www.labor-religion.org or emcneill@labor-religion.org 
 

Tues., Mar. 3, 6:30 p.m., Documented, film by undocumented activist, followed by discussion, LC 24, University at Albany, 1400 
Washington Ave., Albany. Free. Info: Daniela Pila, dpila@albany.edu 
 

Thurs., Mar. 5, 5:30 p.m., Chisholm '72, African American History Film and Discussion: Women of the Civil Rights Movement, 
Albany Housing Authority, 200 S. Pearl St., Albany. Free. Info: 427-8361 facebook.com/events/1531923543743213?_rdr 
Thurs., Mar. 5 10:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m., live or video stream, The Great New York Power Shift: Transitioning to a Low Carbon 
Future, conversation with experts, Pace University, Pleasantville, NY. Free. Info, including live streaming: pace.edu/GenEn 
 

Thurs.,, Mar. 5, 7 p.m., Forum: Intersections of systems of oppression, domination, discrimination, with Angelica Clarke, Mari  
Matsuo, Mary Finneran, Bethlehem Public Library, 451 Delaware Ave., Delmar. Free. Info: 466-1192 www.BethlehemForPeace.org 
Thurs., Mar. 5, 6 p.m., Solarize Albany, group solar, Honest Weight community room, 100 Watervliet Ave., Albany. Every non-
holiday Thurs. All welcome. Info: dphochfelder@gmail.com  
 
Fri., Mar. 6, 11:30 a.m., Church Women United, World Day of Prayer, Newtonville United Methodist Church, 568 Loudon Rd., 
Latham.  Info:  Pat Beetle: paxpat@nycap.rr.com 477-4004 

http://www.wearesenecalake.com/
http://www.labor-religion.org/
mailto:dpila@albany.edu
http://www.bethlehemforpeace.org/
http://webmail.nycap.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=dphochfelder%40gmail.com
mailto:paxpat@nycap.rr.com
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Fri., Mar. 6, an hour from 5 p.m.-12 a.m., Homeless Action Committee Sleep-A-Thon, Townsend Park, across from Social Justice 
Center, 33 Central Ave., Albany.  Info: 426 0554, www.homelessaction.com, or Pat Beetle paxpat@nycap.rr.com 477-4004 
 

Sat., Mar. 7, 7 p.m., Solutions Grassroots Tour, A Solar Home Companion,  with Josh Fox and Zephyr Teachout, FUUSA, 405 
Washington Ave., Albany. AFM Peace and Earthcare is a co-sponsor. Free, donations accepted.  www.SolutionsGrassroots.com  

 

Sun., Mar. 8, 11:45 a.m., Green Investing: Sustainable Wealth Advisors, FUUSA, 405 Washington Ave, Albany. Info: 463-7135 
 

Sun. Mar. 8, 3:30 p.m., Forward Together, Interfaith Call to Justice, panel, St. Vincent’s Church, 984 Madison Ave., Albany. 
 

Mon., Mar. 9, 4:30 p.m., Nazila Fathi, Iranian journalist and author speaks about reasons for hope Boland Room of Father 
Benjamin Kuhn House. Siena College 515 Loudon Rd, Loudonville Parking: lot U.  www.womenagainstwar.org  
 

Mon., Mar. 9, 12 p.m., Moral Mondays: Criminal Justice- Humane Alternatives to Long-Term Solitary Confinement. Raise age for 
youth tried as adults. War Room, 2nd Floor NYS Capitol, Albany. Info: www.labor-religion.org  emcneill@labor-religion.org 
 

Mon., Mar. 9, 6 p.m., Soul Café, community dinner, Oakwood Community Center, 313 10th St., Troy. Donation. Info: 273-5199 
www.facebook.com/pages/OakwoodCommunityCenter/149234728466613 
 
Mon., Mar. 9, 7 p.m., New Sanctuary for Immigrants, open meeting, Emmaus House, 45 Trinity Pl., Albany. Info: 465-3685  
 

Tues., Mar. 10, 7 p.m., Capital Area Against Mass Incarceration meeting, Social Justice Center, 33 Central Ave., Albany. All 
welcome. www.facebook.com/CapitalAreaAgainstMassIncarceration   NYCAAMI@gmail.com  
 

Mon., Mar.  16, 7 p.m., Grounded, play about drone pilot, Capital Repertory Theater, 111 N. Pearl St., Albany. Free. Reservations 
not required. Info: aumandmaureen@gmail.com  www.bethlehemforpeace.org 
 

Mon., Mar. 16, 12 p.m., Moral Mondays: Affordable Housing - address the crisis of 80,000 homeless New Yorkers. War Room, 
2nd Floor of NYS Capitol Building, Albany. Info: www.labor-religion.org  emcneill@labor-religion.org 
 

Tues., Mar.  17, 7 p.m., Transition Albany meeting, Tierra Coffee Roasters, Madison Ave. at Main Ave., Albany. All welcome. 
Info: dphochfelder@gmail.com 
 
Tues., Mar. 17, 7 p.m., Making Music for Peace, Bethlehem Town Hall, 445 Delaware Ave., Delmar. Info: 466-1192 BethlehemForPeace.org  
 
Sat., Mar. 21, anti-war protest in Washington, DC, with possible local actions. Info: www.BethlehemForPeace.org 
 

Sun., Mar. 22, 6 p.m., Open Circle Folk Jam, Albany Friends Meetinghouse. Info: Armand blue.stone5@verizon.net   
 
Mon., Mar. 23, 1 p.m., Moral Mondays: A Living Wage - Raise it to $15/hr. Buses coming from around the state, NYS Capitol 
Building, Albany. Info: www.labor-religion.org emcneill@labor-religion.org 
 
Tues., Mar. 24 or Thurs., Mar. 26 (choose one), 6 p.m., panel on justice system, with supper, Spencertown Academy, 790 NY 
Route 203, Spencertown. Info: Melanie Trimble, New York Civil Liberties Union, 436-8594 mtrimble@nyclu.org 
 

Thurs., Mar. 26 7 p.m., The Stone that Started the Ripple, humorous play about women’s suffrage, Bush Memorial Theater,  
Russell Sage College, Troy $10;students less. Info: League of Women Voters:  272-6587 www.lwvrc.org 
 
Mon., Mar. 30, 6 p.m., Albany Soul Café, A Taste of Italy, community dinner, Westminster Church, 85 Chestnut St., Albany. All 
welcome. Info: www.facebook.com/soulcafealbanyny  susanfowler726@gmail.com 
 

Powell House Events More details and registration info at http://powellhouse.org 
 
Fri.-Sun., Mar. 13-15, C.A.T.S. 6th – 8th Grade  Creative Artsy Terrific Stuff! 
Fri.-Sun., Mar. 13-15, Doing Pastoral Care, It's Not Just for Pastors   
Fri.-Sun., Mar. 20-22, Sex, Breathing and Other Life Skills 9th–12th Grade  
Fri.-Sun., Mar. 27-29, Playing in the Light: Godly Play/Faith & Play Training for Quakers. See First Day School news item. 
Fri.-Sun., Mar. 27-29, Youth Institute: Meeting the Needs of Quaker Youth, hosted by Chris DeRoller and Mike Clark 
Fri.–Sun., April 3-5, Work/Messiah Sing & Celebration 2015  

http://www.homelessaction.com/
mailto:paxpat@nycap.rr.com
http://www.labor-religion.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oakwood-Community-Center/
mailto:facebook.com/CapitalAreaAgainstMassIncarceration
http://www.labor-religion.org/
mailto:dphochfelder@gmail.com
mailto:blue.stone5@verizon.net
http://www.lwvrc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/soulcafealbanyny
mailto:susanfowler726@gmail.com
http://powellhouse.org/
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Albany Friends Meeting (Quakers) 

727 Madison Avenue 

Albany, NY  12208 
www.AlbanyQuakers.org            
Check out our Facebook page (click on link on website). 

Do you have a friend who might be interested in  
Quakers? If so, please share our newsletter with them.  
To request to receive (or to stop receiving) this 
newsletter via email, email sheree@nycap.rr.com . 
To be taken off the hard copy mailing list, send a  
post card to the above address, attention Julia.  
 

Monthly Peace Vigil 
First Wednesday of each month 12:15-1 p.m. 
 in front of the Capitol, at State St. and Eagle St. 
Sponsored by Albany Friends Meeting, Peace 
Action, and Grannies for Peace.  All welcome. 
 
As we read Advices and Queries, we recall the wisdom of the Quaker elders, assembled at Balby in 1656, 
who wrote: Dearly beloved Friends, these things we do not lay upon you as a rule or form to walk by, 
but that .... [they] may be fulfilled in the Spirit, not from the letter, for the letter killeth but the Spirit 
giveth life. 
 

Advice and Queries for March 
 
On Equality      
Friends have a long history of witness for equality.  Friends are advised to work toward removing the 
causes of injustice and fear and to bear witness to the humanity of all people. Do we respect that of God 
in everyone even though it may be difficult for us to discern or expressed in ways that are unfamiliar or 
even disturbing? Are we alert to practices that discriminate?  Do we honor Friends’ traditional testimony 
that women and men are equal? Do we witness and work for the equality of women, for racial equality, 
for equality for those of different ethnic or cultural backgrounds, for those of a different sexual 
orientation?  Have we searched our hearts for the sources of prejudice that lie in each of us? 

 
Enriching Vocal Ministry 
Words spoken in a meeting for worship must come from a humble, seeking spirit, springing out of a 
desire to contribute helpfully to the group. Words should come from one who, in some degree, is a 
finder. A message cannot arise out of a spiritual vacuum. To speak helpfully to others, the messenger 
[should] have had some experience of the nearness of God, and His guiding care. Yet Friends should be 
willing to share what they have, even if they feel the light given is not of the first radiance.  
 
from “The Spoken Word” by Bliss Forbush 
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