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Albany Friends Meeting (Quakers) Newsletter 
Friends believe that each of us has that of God within. We welcome all seekers of 
the Light, including those from other religious traditions. We treasure both 
reasoned and intuitive religious insight, and both intellectual and mystical 
approaches to truth. During meeting for worship we center down in the gathering 
silence to be open to the living word of God.  Any who feel that God requires 
them to share the Light given to them may speak. Adapted from AlbanyQuakers.org 

 
Albany Friends Meeting Calendar  
Childcare for Meeting events: available with at least one week’s notice. Contact Dot Richards (380-5125) 
Childcare during Meeting for Worship: always available for the very young- no advance notice needed.  
Every Sunday (First Day) 10 a.m., Meeting for Worship. First Day School for school age children; info: 
Betsy Voss (273-1840), Dot Richards (380-5125) 
Every First Day 11 a.m., Announcements and Social Hour; Jan. refreshments: First Day School Committee  
Wed., Jan. 7, 12:15 - 1 p.m., Monthly Peace Vigil in front of Capitol at State St. and Eagle St. 
Sun., Jan. 11, after social hour, Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business 
Sun., Jan. 18, 11:30 a.m., Pot Luck; 1 p.m., presentation on Damien Center by Director Perry Junjulas 
Sun., Jan. 25, 9 a.m., Hymn Sing: Worship in Song 
Sun., Jan. 25, 1 p.m., Two Row Wampum Renewal Campaign Wampum film and discussion with paddlers 
Every Wed., except Jan. 7 and Jan. 14, 4-6 p.m., Potluck and Play at the Meetinghouse- all ages. Info: 
Crystal (369-9675) 
Every Wed., 7 p.m. Meeting for Worship with Margaret Smith at Eddy Heritage House Nursing Home. 
Info: Steven (542-6000) 
 
Damien Center Director Perry Junjulas Sun., Jan. 18, 1 p.m. at the Meetinghouse Come to find out 
about developments for the Damien Center's new home! All welcome. Info: crystal.heshmat@gmail.com  
 

Two Row Wampum Renewal Campaign Sun., Jan. 25, 1 p.m. at the Meetinghouse 

 

Film and Stories of the Historic Two Row Voyage  
July and August 2013 down the Hudson River  

Haudenausaune and Allies in community  
Traveling down the River of Life  

Albany to the United Nations   
“Honor the Treaties – Protect the Earth!” 

Free. All welcome. 

    Two Row Wampum Renewal Campaigners, including Friends Buffy Curtis, Liseli Haines, Sheldon 
Carnes, and local First Nations paddlers, will show “Guswenta: Renewing the Two Row Wampum,” and 
talk with us. The Campaign has laid the groundwork for a larger social movement to honor treaties and 
work together to protect the Earth. For more information, see http://honorthetworow.org . 

 
Liseli Haines + Buffy Curtis, Two Row organizers 

Liseli, a hospice nurse and avid gardener in upstate 
NY, grounds herself in the present moment by 
giving thanks to all of creation. Buffy, a former 
homeschooling mother and a lifetime seeker, 
adventures in fostering relationships and radical 
hospitality. Service continues as the framework of 
her life in central NY and wherever she is bound. 

 

http://webmail.nycap.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=crystal.heshmat%40gmail.com
http://honorthetworow.org/
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Beloved Friend 

tireless activist for peace 
May 9, 1925 – Dec. 15, 2014 

   The Dec. 20 Memorial Service for Anne  was a Meeting for Worship 
based on silent meditation, a time of thankfulness and reflection on 
Anne's life as it relates to ours, and a sharing of our loss. The service 
aimed for a spiritual communion of all present with the essence of 
Anne's life and spirit, so we can carry her being within us. Songs were 
shared: No Man Is an Island, Finlandia: A Song of Peace, It’s a 
Wonderful World.  A quote often attributed to Nelson Mandela was 
shared: “...Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, 
not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask ourselves, “Who am I 
to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous?” Actually, who are you 
not to be? You are a child of God. You’re playing small does not serve 
the world. There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other 
people won’t feel insecure around you. We are all meant to shine, as 
children do. We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is 
within us. It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone. And as we let 
our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission 
to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence 
automatically liberates others.” You are invited to contribute in 
Anne’s name to: Albany Planned Parenthood, American Friends 
Service Committee, Alternatives to Violence local chapter, or African 
Great Lakes Initiative- AVP International Friends Peace Teams. 

 
Questions? Who to call: 

 Clerk:  Chris Koster 862-1895 
 Assistant Clerk:  Maud Easter 475-9532 
 Trustees: David Easter 475-9532 
 Ministry & Nurture:  Barbara Spring 441-6405, Anita Stanley 441-7722 
 Child care for Meeting events:  Dot Richards 380-5125 
 First Day School:   Dot Richards 380-5125,   Betsy Voss 273-1840 
 Meeting Treasurer:  Julia Richards 439-7068    
 Peace & Earthcare (open to all members/attenders):   Pat Beetle 477-4004, Sheree Cammer 286-0359 
 Friends for Racial Justice (open to all): Barbara Spring 441-6405 
 Alternatives to Violence Project: Pat Beetle 477-4004         
 Compost:  Janet Poole 477-5443 or Tom Costello 438-3326  
 Newsletter:  Sheree Cammer  sheree@nycap.rr.com  286-0359  
 Building Use by Outside Groups or by the Meeting: Q Diamond caretaker@albanyquakers.org  
 Email Q 2-4 weeks in advance so she can verify there is no conflict for the space. Events for outside 
groups should be approved by Trustees prior to seeking building calendar clearance from Q. 

 
Ministry and Nurture Committee: Please call or visit Meeting loved ones who can’t attend regularly:  
Mary Lou Baum — Clifton Park. Daughter Marilyn Sango-Jordan's cell: (703-655-5230) voice or text 
Margaret Smith — Eddy Heritage House Nursing Home, 2920 Tibbits Ave., Troy 
Al Brophy and Virginia Osborne — 232 Morris Road, East Greenbush. You may wish to join them at their               
weekly peace vigil or for their music making gatherings. Call Al for details: (477-8421) 
Chase Crosley, who lives in Slingerlands, would appreciate a ride so she can attend Meeting.  
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Christmas Eve at the Meetinghouse 
   The Quaker Meeting House was a handsome sight at 4:30 on Christmas Eve! The porch was aglow with 
candles, poinsettia and our children’s decorated Christmas tree! Lights shone from every window. 
Guests were welcomed as they arrived by a Friendly greeter with printed programs standing beside a 
bouquet of flowers in the foyer. The informal and unrehearsed service gave everyone an opportunity to 
participate, whether in Bible readings, singing, or in the live Nativity scene. Silent worship gave rise to 
vocal ministry for our expectant souls. New and old faces were part of the 'full house' and the pot luck 
that followed was a lively and joyful experience. Thanks to all who volunteered and participated! 

 
Live Nativity 

 

 
 

 “We are all little ones, 
“explained Barbara to Sheree 
(newsletter editor). “We all 
have weaknesses in our lives, 
and need to be welcomed 
into a place of safety.  
Sometimes we are the 
welcomers, and sometimes 
we are the ones welcomed. 
Let’s welcome the Divine, and 
others, into our lives during 
this holy time.” 

Sheldon and Deborah at the 
Meetinghouse Christmas Eve, 
with the Book of Thomas 

Storyteller Barbara Sinacore, who told of an ox in the manger, 
who welcomed all who wished to enter, saying, “There’s 
always room for a little one.” 

 

First Day School Christmas Cookie Bakers Dec. 14 
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Christmas Ya Bwino 
 Merry Christmas from Malawi 

 

    The rainy season has started and each day builds up to a 
thunderstorm. People are planting their fields and hoping for good 
harvests in a few months. For Malawians Christmas is a time to 
worship with family, for everyone to be in the fields planting. Giving 
gifts is not the tradition, nor are decorations, cards, Christmas 
trees, etc. It is a much simpler and quieter experience than 
Christmas has become in the States. We miss you all, especially at 
this time of year. We send you loving wishes for a peaceful and 
happy holiday. See you in early 2015.                          Becky and Mike 

 

                                
First Day School Parents Meeting Sun., Dec. 7 

 
    The First Day School Committee hosted a lunch for parents in the sunny Meetinghouse library. Abby 
Kinchy, Crystal Heshmat, Jen Illenberg, and Sarah Weiss joined Dot, Betsy, and Carol to talk about 
religious education for their children. They want them to have a Quaker identity and spiritual 
underpinnings, and are concerned about militaristic messages children get in school, even at an early 
age, and in society in general. They want to have a place where other values are taught and practiced. 
One parent recalled learning in her FDS classes growing up how early Quakers were supported and 
driven by the Inner Light. Another parent learned of the Quakers' role in the Underground Railroad in 
her FDS classes. She heard and discussed stories of moral dilemmas, and felt valued by being asked how 
she felt. Parents had ideas for the children’s activities: write letters to Amnesty International, write what 
you believe, discuss what you want to pledge to (while discussing the meaning of the Pledge of 
Allegiance). Future plans for FDS include a workshop at Powell House March 27-29, 2015: "Playing in the 
Light: Godly Play, Faith and Play Training for Quakers." We hope many Meeting parents will attend to 
learn about this powerful Quaker First Day School curriculum. Registration ends Mar. 14. Scholarships 
are available from the Meeting. Info: Dot Richards (380-5125) or Betsy Voss (273-1840) FDS co-clerks. 
 
Albany Friends Meeting Facebook page: facebook.com/albanyfriendsmeeting. The Advancement and 
Outreach Committee urges members and attenders active on Facebook to "like" this page, and "like" 
posts as you are moved, and to invite Facebook friends who might be interested to "like" our page. Our 
Facebook page is a major form of outreach so it is important to make good use of it. The more people 
reached, the better able we are to get our message out. Caution: there are two Albany Friends Meeting 
Facebook pages, an inactive page started several years ago, and the current, active one, which has 
photos of our Meetinghouse and welcome sign and has more activity and "likes." Questions, comments, 
or concerns? Contact Outreach clerk Judith Fetterley:  jfetterley@albany.edu . 
 
Conversations on Aging: The Aging Resources Consultation and Help (ARCH) team and the Ministry and 
Nurture Committee will offer the Meeting an informal discussion monthly at noon, starting Feb 22. 
Topics include “The Role of the Meeting in the Care of Aging Friends and Others” and “Meaningful 
Retirement.” By Barbara Sinacore, Stacie Faraone, Amy Allman, Barbara Spring, Steven Taylor-Roth. 

mailto:jfetterley@albany.edu
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Quaker Book Study of The People Called Quakers will continue on Feb. 9. Feel free to join in, even if you 
have not read the book or been to other sessions! Info: Steven at artclasmodl@hotmail.com (542-6000) 
 
The Nevada Desert Experience Sacred Peace Walk is March 28-April 3. A transformative experience, it 
embraces the spiritual and the political in deeply significant ways. Financial support is available. Info: 
John Amidon jajaja1234@aol.com or nevadadesertexperience.org/programs/2015/peacewalk2015.htm 
 
Friends for Racial Justice has been working with Capital Area Against Mass Incarceration. See 
facebook.com/CapitalAreaAgainstMassIncarceration and subscribe to the list serve, for info and minutes 
from their meetings. The next CAAMI meeting is Tues., Jan. 13 (see community calendar). Below are 
excerpts from CAAMI’s statement regarding the recent deaths of two New York City police officers. 
     … “Where’s the outrage now?” was heard from police officers; and community leaders have 
suggested it is our obligation to clarify our position....There is no parallel between the deaths of these 
officers and the deaths we are protesting, of youth of color at the hands of police. The death of the 
officers was the act of a lone individual. The deaths we are protesting are institutionalized, systemic, 
official, continuing, and approved by criminal justice officialdom, the courts, and every level of 
government ... We sincerely believe that a system of equal justice, transparency, community control and 
accountability will make the job of police officers much safer – as well as make our communities safer 
and our youth less likely to be gunned down. In addition, the call for us to respond with sympathy 
implies that our movement has some responsibility for these deaths, or that we have called for revenge. 
The opposite is true. ...Capital Area Against Mass Incarceration extends condolences to the families of 
New York City police officers Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu. We regret all violent and unnecessary 
deaths; and we continue to assert that dismantling the racist, violent, and oppressive criminal justice 
system is a crucial step in preventing them. 
 
 Organic Farming in the Valley of the Shadow of Death: Reflections on the Climate Crisis excerpts from 

the Nov. Spark, www.nyym.org/. Used with permission by author John Edminster,15th Street Meeting 

    The world is in big trouble. But I'd argue that it is best understood … as spiritual trouble that manifests 

as these outward things….At the root of this is fear, which drives out love as surely as love drives out 

fear, and fear generates ignorance… the ignorance that makes us deny our own "evil" shadow and 

project it onto a scapegoat.…Our problem is that we've become idolaters who worship ourselves. "If 

only we can persuade the media, or the ballot-counters, or the courts," we reason…. But very likely we 

won't. For we also need God on our side, and God may not be recruited to our cause without some 

spiritual travail….the spiritual travail asked of us would require our learning to love and forgive 

everyone, even the destroyers of life on earth: "But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses," warned Jesus (Matthew 6:15).…There's another part of Jesus' 

advice to "Love your enemies" (Matthew 5:44) … "Pray for them that despitefully use you." … pray to 

God—"without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17), and "with thanksgiving" (Colossians 4:2), advised Paul; 

"with faith, and fervently," added James (5:15-16); "believing that you've already received what you've 

asked for," said Jesus (Mark 11:24). Is our faith in prayer too faint for that? … I wouldn't advise Friends 

to try to reverse the climate crisis without a daily practice of prayer…. 

    One last aspect of the spiritual travail we may be called to is this: to discern what's the right thing to 

do in the sight of God, and then do it faithfully and perseveringly in spite of circumstances that may be 

discouraging—hence my title "Organic Farming in the Valley of the Shadow of Death." If our eye is on 

what will be "effective," we'll be prey to the temptation to say, "Let us do evil, that good may come of 

it" (Romans 3:8). Let's not say that to ourselves. That's what got us into this trouble in the first place.  

mailto:jajaja1234@aol.com
http://nevadadesertexperience.org/programs/2015/peacewalk2015.htm
mailto:facebook.com/CapitalAreaAgainstMassIncarceration
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Fossil Fuels Update: Although Governor Cuomo has banned horizontal drilling, there are proposals for 
pipelines, compressor stations, storage caverns, waste dumping and service facilities. Find out what's 
going on at a Jan. 4 presentation (see community calendar). Featured are speakers from PAUSE (Albany), 
Concerned Burlington Neighbors (Otsego County), Stop the Constitution Pipeline (Delaware County), 
NYGRASS (Broome County), Sovereign People's Action Network (Ulster County and Greene County).   
    The We Are Seneca Lake defenders continue their civil disobedience against the construction of 
storage facilities for liquefied natural gas. See www.WeAreSenecaLake.com for info and how to help. 
 
Solarize: Solarize Albany welcomes you to join every nonholiday Thursday (see community calendar). 
They are moving forward with incorporating with the state as a non-profit, partnering with the Capital 
District Regional Planning Commission, and applying for a NYSERDA grant. After Jan. 1, they will solicit 
and review proposals from solar installers, and engage in outreach and public relations.  
 
Refugee and Immigrant Support Services of Emmaus, Inc. (RISSE) Needs Help to Recover from Fire 
The programs have resumed in temporary space, and their vans are back on the road. Their insurance 
cannot cover all that was lost in the fire. Info: risse-albany.weebly.com or 621-1041.       
 
Albany Monthly Meeting, Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business Sun., Dec. 14, 2014  
Julia Richards, Acting Clerk, Maggy Wiard, acting Recording Clerk, John Amidon, Pat Beetle, Carol 
Barclay, Betsy Voss, Sue Clark, Barbara Sinacore, Dot Richards, Crystal Heshmat, Elizabeth Gordon 
    The Meeting opened with a period of silent worship. 
    The Ministry and Nurture Committee and the ARCH Team would like to offer conversations on aging 
on 4th Sundays from 12:00 to 1:00 in the library, using ARCH pamphlets as a basis for discussion. The 
Meeting approved and the discussions would likely start in February.  
    The First Day School Committee reports that Powell House is offering a workshop March 27 through 
March 29, 2015 for training for First Day School teachers, led by Melinda Bradley. Enrollment for the 
workshop is limited to ten people and the committee hopes that several people from Albany Meeting 
will attend.  
   First Day School also reports that they had a helpful meeting with four parents of children last week. 
   After discussion about two organizations that members of the Meeting recommended making 
donations to, it was decided that the Ad Hoc Committee for budgeted contributions will meet to devise 
a mechanism for deciding on special requests for funding from organizations. 
   The Treasurer reported unrestricted cash on hand of $1,323.12 and year end obligations of around 
$6,000.00.   The Meeting closed with a period of silent worship. 
 
Community Events 
Sun., Jan. 4, 4 p.m., political scientist + tax policy expert Bill Batt, Cornerstone Community Church, 570 3rd Ave., Lansingburgh. 
Potluck follows. http://transitiontroyny.org info@transitiontroyny.org 274-6406 
 
Sun., Jan.4, 1:30 p.m., frack infrastructure forum, Albany Public Library, 161 Washington Ave., Albany (see article). Info: 
msfinn123@yahoo.com facebook.com/saneenergyproject  facebook.com/PAUSEnergy 
 
Mon., Jan. 5, 7 p.m., “Pay2Play” film, Old Chatham Quaker Meetinghouse, 539 Co. Rte. 13, Old Chatham. Free. Info: 392-9686.  
 
Tues., Jan. 6, 11:45 a.m., People’s State of the State rally, State St. side of the Capitol, Albany. Info:www.hungeractionnys.org 
 
Wed., Jan. 7, 11:30 - 2:30 p.m., Celebrate Fracking Ban/Renewable Energy rally, Concourse, ESP, Albany. www.riverkeeper.org 
 
Wed., Jan. 7, 12:15-1 p.m., Peace Vigil with Albany Friends Meeting, Peace Action, and Grannies for Peace, in front of the 
Capitol, Eagle St., Albany. All welcome. Info: 595-9324 

http://www.wearesenecalake.com/
mailto:msfinn123@yahoo.com
http://www.hungeractionnys.org/
http://www.riverkeeper.org/
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Thurs., Jan. 8, 6 p.m., Solarize Albany, group solar, Honest Weight community room, 100 Watervliet Ave., Albany. Every non-
holiday Thurs. All welcome. Info: dphochfelder@gmail.com  
 
Sat., Jan.10, 7 p.m., Café Palestina, presentation + discussion with visitors to Palestine, Old Chatham Quaker Meetinghouse, 539 
Co. Rte. 13, Old Chatham. Free. Info: 794-0259 www.oldchathamquakers.org 
 
Mon., Jan. 12 , 6 p.m., Soul Café, community dinner, Oakwood Community Center, 313 10th St., Troy. Donation. Info: 273-5199 
www.facebook.com/pages/Oakwood-Community-Center/149234728466613 
 
Mon., Jan. 12, 1 p.m., Moral Monday Fight for Fairness in Education rally, Million Dollar Staircase, Capitol, Albany. Info: Chad 
978-376-8178 chad@aqeny.org facebook.com/AQENY 
 
Mon., Jan. 12, 7 p.m., New Sanctuary for Immigrants meeting, Emmaus House, 45 Trinity Pl., Albany. Info: 465-3685  
 
Tues., Jan. 13, 7 p.m., Capital Area Against Mass Incarceration meeting, Social Justice Center, 33 Central Ave., Albany. All 
welcome. facebook.com/CapitalAreaAgainstMassIncarceration NYCAAMI@gmail.com  
 
Thurs., Jan. 15, time and place TBA, MLK  Jr. Memorial Birthday Celebration. Info: Capital Area Council of Churches 462-5450 
 
Thurs., Jan. 15, 7 p.m., Joe Lombardo + Mo Hannah discuss their United National Antiwar Coalition trip to Moscow, Bethlehem 
Public Library, 451 Delaware Ave., Delmar. Free. Info: 466-1192 www.bethlehemforpeace.org  
 
Sun., Jan. 18, 1 p.m., Perry Junjulas, Damien Center updates, AFMeetinghouse. All welcome. Info: crystal.heshmat@gmail.com  
 
Mon., Jan. 19, 12:30 p.m., MLK Jr. Celebration "Step Up-Take Back the Dream," Hackett Middle School, 45 Delaware Ave., 
Albany. Free. Info: 452-0404 Jessica jdowsett@cdalf.org  www.bethlehemforpeace.org 
 
Tues., Jan. 20, 7 p.m. Making Music for Peace, Bethlehem Town Hall, 445 Delaware Ave., Delmar. Free.  Info: 
www.bethlehemforpeace.org 466-1192 
 
Tues., Jan. 20, 7 p.m., Transition Albany meeting, Tierra Coffee Roasters, Madison + Main Ave., Albany. All welcome. Info: 
dphochfelder@gmail.com 
 
Sun., .Jan. 25, 1 p.m., “Guswenta: Renewing the Two Row Wampum,” film and discussion of ongoing work, AFMeetinghouse. 
Free. Info: Sheree 286-0359 http://honorthetworow.org 
 
Sun., Jan. 25, time and place to be announced, Empty Bowls, fundraiser to promote awareness of hunger. Info: 
focuschurches.net hungeractionnys.org 
 
Sun., Jan. 25, 6 p.m., Open Circle Folk Jam, Albany Friends Meetinghouse. Info: blue.stone5@verizon.net  Armand 237-7924 
 
Mon., Jan. 26, 6 p.m., The Albany Soul Café, community dinner, Westminster Church, 85 Chestnut St., Albany. All welcome. Info: 
www.facebook.com/soulcafealbanyny  susanfowler726@gmail.com 
 

Powell House Events More details at http://powellhouse.org 
Fri., Jan. 16- Mon., Jan. 19 Dwelling Deep, a Contemplative Retreat  
 
Fri., Jan. 16- Sun., Jan. 18, Freeze! You’re IT 4th & 5th Grade. Movement and stillness.  
 
Fri., Jan. 23- Sun., Jan. 25, Not He, Not She, But Me. 6th – 8th Grade. The world is complicated.  
 
Fri., Feb. 6-Sun., Feb. 8, Oh So Sweet 9th – 12th grade What we eat impacts us and the world around us.   
 
Fri., Feb. 6-Sun., Feb. 8, The Sacred Journey: Yours, Mine, Ours. How has God been present with you? 
 
Fri., Feb. 13-Sun., Feb. 15, Clerking: Serving the Community with Joy & Confidence, with Arthur Larrabee  

http://webmail.nycap.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=dphochfelder%40gmail.com
http://www.oldchathamquakers.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Oakwood-Community-Center/
mailto:chad@aqeny.org
mailto:facebook.com/CapitalAreaAgainstMassIncarceration
http://www.bethlehemforpeace.org/
http://webmail.nycap.rr.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=crystal.heshmat%40gmail.com
http://www.bethlehemforpeace.org/
http://honorthetworow.org/
mailto:blue.stone5@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/soulcafealbanyny
http://powellhouse.org/
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Albany Friends Meeting (Quakers) 

727 Madison Avenue 

Albany, NY  12208 
www.AlbanyQuakers.org              

___________________________ 
If you have a friend who might be interested in  
Quakers, please share this newsletter with them.  
To request to receive (or to stop receiving) this 
newsletter via email, email sheree@nycap.rr.com . 
To be taken off the hard copy mailing list, send a  
postcard to the above address, attention Julia.  
 

Monthly Peace Vigil 
First Wednesday of each month 12:15-1 p.m. 
 in front of the Capitol, at State St. and Eagle St. 
Sponsored by Albany Friends Meeting, Peace 
Action, and Grannies for Peace.  All welcome. 
 
As we read Advices and Queries, we recall the wisdom of the Quaker elders, assembled at Balby in 1656, 
who wrote: Dearly beloved Friends, these things we do not lay upon you as a rule or form to walk by, 
but that .... [they] may be fulfilled in the Spirit, not from the letter, for the letter killeth but the Spirit 
giveth life. 
 

Advice and Queries –  January 
On Meeting for Worship  
From the beginnings of our Society, we have considered it important to assemble frequently for the 
purpose of corporate worship held in expectant waiting for guidance.  In worship we enter with 
reverence into communion with Spirit and respond to its promptings.  Meeting for Worship is 
fundamental for us and we should be diligent and punctual in our attendance. Do we come regularly to 
Meeting for Worship even when we are angry, depressed, tired or spiritually cold? Do we receive the 
vocal ministry of others in a tender and creative spirit?  Do we remember that we all share responsibility 
for the Meeting for Worship whether our ministry is in silence or through the spoken word? 

Enriching Vocal Ministry 
My piece was pat and all ready to say, 
She rose first. I threw my piece away. 
My well-turned stuff 
Was not so rough 
As hers, but easy elegant and smooth. 
Beginning middle end 
It had theme and point 
And aptly quoted prophet priest and poet. 
 

Hers was uncouth 
Wanting in art 
Laboured scarce-audible and out of joint. 
Three times she lost the thread 
And sitting left her message half unsaid. 
 
“Why then did thee throw it 
Into the discard?” 
Friend, It had head (Like this). 
 
Hers, oh hers had heart.      Robert Hewison, 1965 

 

http://www.albanyquakers.org/
mailto:sheree@nycap.rr.com

